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Sensational Coasts and Islands – 4 days 
 
Total for Itinerary 576 miles (plus sea miles to / from San Juan Islands) 
 

 
San Juan Islands Visitor Bureau / Port of Seattle 
 
Day 1 Seattle – Woodinville – La Conner – Anacortes – Friday Harbor  
Day Total 100 miles plus sea crossing 
 
Get uncorked in Woodinville, half an hour’s drive north of Seattle. Woodinville has 
over 100 of the State’s top wineries and tasting rooms, both large and boutique. Start 
with the grandfather of them all, Chateau Ste. Michelle Winery, Washington’s 
founding winery. Here award-winning wines interweave with their rich heritage. Take 
their tour, learn about winemaking and taste outstanding varietals. Additional 
wineries to visit nearby include Novelty Hill-Januik, Columbia Winery, Silver Lake, 
DiStefano and a hundred others across four districts. 
 
Drive north through the fertile Skagit Valley, home of the Tulip Festival in April. 
Spend the afternoon shopping in the historic waterfront village of La Conner, known 
as one of the most romantic getaways in Washington State. This is an artist’s 
enclave and boater’s paradise. Take a leisurely ride on a Washington State ferry 
from Anacortes. Stunning scenery surrounds your cruise through the islands to 
Friday Harbor. Lush, green islands stretch out in every direction, featuring nine major 
land masses and over 100 satellite islands. Stay overnight at the quintessential 
island seaport, Friday Harbor. 
 
  

http://seattle-washingtonstate.co.uk/
http://woodinvillewinecountry.com/
https://www.ste-michelle.com/
http://www.noveltyhilljanuik.com/
http://www.columbiawinery.com/visit-us/Tasting-Room
http://www.silverlakewinery.com/
http://www.distefanowinery.com/
http://www.visitskagitvalley.com/skagit-valley-tulip-festival/
http://www.lovelaconner.com/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/
http://www.visitsanjuans.com/about-islands/friday-harbor-san-juan-island
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Day 2 – San Juan Island until late afternoon (or whale watching cruise) – then 
return to Anacortes  
Day Total 48 miles plus sea crossing  
 
Tour San Juan Island with stops at Cattle Point, American Camp, and Lime Kiln 
Point State Park. Keep a sharp eye for whales! Stop at English Camp, before 
enjoying lunch in Roche Harbor. Step into history with a self-guided tour starting from 
a hotel named after Spanish explorer Gonzalo Lopez de Haro. The hotel was built in 
1886 when lime production was the town’s major industry.  Alternatively spend the 
time at sea for the world’s best whale watching experience.  
 
Head back to Friday Harbor with its art scene and relaxed vibe for shopping and a 
visit to the Whale Museum before taking the ferry back to Anacortes towards end of 
day. Stay in the historic downtown overnight. 
 
Day 3 – Anacortes – Whidbey Island – Port Townsend – Hurricane Ridge – 
Lake Crescent 
Day Total (if finishing at Lake Crescent Lodge) 145 miles plus sea crossing 
 
From Anacortes, meander along scenic Marine Drive to the famous Deception Pass 
Bridge before crossing to Whidbey Island. Relish the spectacular views or wander 
down to the water’s edge for beachcombing before catching the Fort Casey ferry to 
Port Townsend. Take a coffee break or early lunch in downtown Port Townsend, one 
of only three Victorian seaports in the United States. Be sure to leave enough time to 
browse through their charming shops and galleries.  

http://seattle-washingtonstate.co.uk/
http://www.visitsanjuans.com/about-the-islands/san-juan-island
http://www.rocheharbor.com/
http://www.visitsanjuans.com/what-to-do/all-san-juan-islands/whale-watching#island-selector-title
http://whalemuseum.org/
http://whidbeycamanoislands.com/
http://enjoypt.com/
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As you drive west on the Olympic Peninsula, wish for a clear day as you drive the 
hour and a half southwest to Hurricane Ridge in Olympic National Park, a UNESCO-
protected World Heritage Site. The panoramic view from the visitor centre is 
spectacular.  
 
A few minutes beyond Port Angeles, stop at the Elwha Dam Viewpoint to see the site 
of the world’s largest dam removal as the river flows freely for the first time in 100 
years. Catch your breath at the site of Lake Crescent, a clear 12-mile long lake 
framed by thick forests of evergreens. Stay at the historic Lake Crescent National 
Park lodge built in 1916 and delight in a gourmet dinner gazing out over the lake. 
Alternatively, for a cabin experience deep in the forest, detour to rustic Sol Duc 
Springs Resort.  
 
 
Day 4 – Lake Crescent – Forks - Hoh Rainforest Centre - Ruby Beach- Kalaloch 
- Seattle 
Day Total 283 miles 
 
Following breakfast at your lodge, head to Forks, setting for the Twilight novels and 
film series. The town receives 10 to 12 feet of rain a year, topped only by the Hoh 
Rain Forest with 12 to 14 feet of annual rainfall. Walk the short Hall of Mosses nature 
trail close to the Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Centre. If you have not picked up a picnic 
lunch from Forks, stop for a great burger at Hard Rain Café.   
 
Back on Highway 101, the tour brings you to the wild, rugged coast boasting sea 
stacks dotted along untamed beaches. Stop at Ruby Beach a local favourite named 
after its sometimes garnet-coloured sand. Delight in the surf crashing along the 
shoreline, a meandering creek, dramatic sea stacks, and giant drift logs. Highway 
101 hugs the coastline, past Kalaloch which has easy access to the ocean shore. 
 
Depending how long you have spent on beaches and rainforest, consider detouring 
into the Quinault Valley for a short scenic drive and the possibility of seeing 
Roosevelt elk. 
 
To break up the drive back to Seattle, stop in the Aberdeen area or State capital, 
Olympia for dinner. 
 
The Connector 
 
This 4 day tour can be connected seamlessly with the 5 day Volcanoes and 
Vineyards tour (see separate PDF). To do this, do not return to Seattle. From 
Aberdeen, continue south on Highway 101 to the world’s longest beach, the 28-mile 
finger of land called the Long Beach Peninsula This is just north of the mighty 
Columbia River estuary. Here you can walk in the footsteps of explorers Lewis & 
Clark where they ended their epic journey westward to the Pacific Ocean in 1805. 
This area has lighthouses, a superb kite museum and very special wildlife refuges. 
The following morning follow Route 4, the north bank of the Columbia River to join 
Day 1 of the Volcanoes and Vineyards Itinerary for the drive up to Johnston Ridge 
Observatory at Mt St Helens. 

http://seattle-washingtonstate.co.uk/
http://www.olympicpeninsula.org/
http://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-hurricane-ridge.htm
http://www.olympicnationalparks.com/lodging/dining/lake-crescent-lodge/
http://www.olympicnationalparks.com/lodging/dining/lake-crescent-lodge/
http://www.olympicnationalparks.com/lodging/sol-duc-hot-springs-resort/
http://www.olympicnationalparks.com/lodging/sol-duc-hot-springs-resort/
http://forkswa.com/
https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-the-hoh.htm
https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-the-hoh.htm
http://www.hardraincafe.com/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-kalaloch-and-ruby-beach.htm
http://www.olympicpeninsula.org/things-to-do/kalaloch-beaches
https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-quinault.htm
http://www.visitgraysharbor.com/default.aspx
http://www.visitolympia.com/food/
https://funbeach.com/

